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Hearts and Dar ts douses burn ban 
induced Rocketry holiday  
 

A long break in flying due to the drought, and 
then rain, was finally broken in February for the Hearts 
and Darts contest. Not that all went well, as rain caused 
the cancellation of the first Saturday, and winds were 
high on Sunday. Due to the bad weather, the contest 
was continued on the following Saturday – March 4.   

Winds were higher than predicted that day, but 
an official contest was completed with the minimum 10 
people participating. 

New NHRC members Bill and William Dillon 
won the “C”  and “A”  divisions respectively. Bill has a 
lot of experience going back to some of the NARAM’s 
that were held at JSC in the past. Nice to see William 
following in his footsteps!  

David Angle won “B”  division by virtue of just 
showing up ( some very nice flights just the same!), and 
Battlerock Warriors once again won the Team division. 
Please see the complete results on page 3.  

Thanks to everyone that came out. It was a lot 
of fun. It©s always cool to try something new, and 
there©s plenty of that with contest flying!   

In Summary, the low turnout may have been 
due to the weather, but I©d like to encourage more of 
you to get involved with contest flying. It©s not 
expensive or very difficult - at least some of the events, 
and gives you plenty   of 
opportunity to fly for practice 
and in competition... not to 
mention the chance to work 
directly with your kids... or 
the general rocketry skills 
you©ll learn....  

            Chr istmas Par ty 2005 
 

The weather outside was frightful, but the turkey 
inside was so delightful! And the rest of the pot luck 
dinner was also. There was so much food I©m just 
surprised we actually ate almost all of it. Attendees 
included many of our regulars and several of the newer 
folks. Too many people to try to mention everyone, but 
the photos posted by David Laney, Greg Deeter, and 
myself  in the NHRC photo archives here pretty well tell 
the story. One new member, Joe Watkins, was there, 
having already certified level 1 at Hearne. He brought  

Mission Control 
The weather over the past few months has not 
been conducive to flying rockets, so there is 
only one launch report in this newsletter. The 
Christmas party was held during a driving rain 
storm, but the burn ban kept us on the ground 
most of the month. When we did get rains, it 
was too much and came on the weekends so that 
just delayed things further.   
After all that, we did get some fun flying in. 
Sometimes you just have to stay small, but at 
least you’re flying!  
  The future brings our regular JSC 
launches including a HPR launch on April 29. 
Several outreach opportunities will occur with a 
large group from the Seabrook Science Magnet 
school expected, Space Center Houston Physics 
Day, and the final opportunity for TARC teams 
this year. 
        Considerable work has been done in 
rewriting the NHRC safety training plan 
including experimenting with the required use 
of a crosswind launch angle appropriate for the 
rocket flown. The idea is to get the rockets 
away from the crowd so there won’ t be any 
chance of injury or Damage. See articles for 
further details.  
      Finally, the club has purchased a range box 
to hold our safety equipment in the field! The 
fire extinguishers and other safety gear will now 
be available to anyone that needs to have it 
available.  
 
                     -Warren Benson, NHRC President 
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two fine DG&A rockets that demonstrate good glassing 
technique with their glossy finish.  
              Though the weather kept us from flying in the 
morning, Dan DeHart treated us with a static firing of 
one of the grains from his Amarillo Blue motors. He and 
Todd Smith also brought videos to play, so at least we 
could watch some rockets! Todd©s videos included last 
years LDRS in New York along with some from local 
JSC launches (this is a great venue to analyze some of 
those).  
 
Without the morning launch, the party was actually set 
up and started early, though the turkey took just a little 
linger than expected (it was worth it!). The group 
swelled to around 40 people and many stayed to well 
past 4 PM. We even used up all the tables including 
those used for the many displays. The kids seemed to 
find plenty to do with the videos, food and rocket 
displays, and the older folks had plenty to talk about.  
 
A good bunch of rocket kits were given away as door 
prizes, as well as ©stockings© full of Estes motors for all 
the kids there. Demo copies of Rocksim 8 and a new 
NAR DVD "How to Build and Fly a Model Rocket" 
were also given out. Greg 
Deeter won the Cessaroni H 
motor and case and was so 
excited about winning 
something that he forgot he 
already had several of these, 
so he says we©ll see them 
again in a future drawing 
with the "challenge to the 
first person to use it to go L1 
cert".  
 
David Laney brought a large 
collection of High Power 
Rocketry magazines which 
he gave away for donations 
to the club. Tripoli guru Dan 

DeHart picked up most of them so I©m sure he©ll enjoy 
those! David also gave away a large box of pieces parts 
that were thoroughly picked over along with another box 
of stuff the club has been collecting from various 
donations.  
Announcements were made concerning January©s HPR 
launch at JSC (Jan. 7th), the rocket safety training class 
(Jan 21), and Hearts and Darts contest (Feb. 25, 26). The 
new NHRC logo changes seem to be acceptable to 
everyone. Sam Saenz will be making T shirts - we still 
need to find a polo shirt vendor. The National Sport 
Launch will be held at McGregor over Memorial Day 
weekend - make plans for that one. LDRS is the 
following month in Amarillo - try to make that also!  
 
Well thanks again to everyone that brought the wonderful 
spread of food, and especially to Katheryn Pontikos for 
the excellent turkey (check with her for the recipe), and to 
Linda DeHart for the ham and so much else. Also to Mike 
Clayton for donating many of the kits and motors that 
were given away, and to Jon Mitchell for giving away a 
RC glider rocket to "anyone that promises to build and fly 
it". I think Ernest volunteered (?). And thanks also to 
everyone that brought displays, and just for coming out 
and making it a great party! 

Ernest Strother shows off his Christmas Rocket along 
side those by Michael Pontikos and Warren Benson 

Harold Larson demonstrates a three stage Comanche rocket 
Below: Linda DeHart played Santa for the door prize drawings 
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JSC launching March 18, 19  
 
At least we got to fly some! The weather continued to 
constrain our rocketry activities, but with winds 
variable between 10-20 mph all weekend, we had a 
good turnout of about 8-10 people plus the St. Thomas 
TARC team on Saturday. Most flights were on B-D 
motors, with a few F©s and a G-80. The need for a good 
crosswind launch angle was demonstrated when a Big 
Brute failed to deploy on that G-80. 
 
On Sunday afternoon we had a cub scout group fly a 
series of Quest Astra rockets on B 6 motors. Their 
leader, Russell Lessard had a good collection of new 
rockets for the D-F motors. Expect to see him and his 
son around at our regular launches soon. Also, one new 
family came on Saturday - Roger and Mason White. 

 NHRC Safety training program 

            The NHRC safety officer training program has 
undergone a major re-write over the past few months to 
become more directly related to the checklists that we 
use in the field. A training class was held along with our 
January meeting in which members gave more input that 
has since been added. See the NHRC web site for more 
details.  

In addition to the format change, other changes 
include adding several of the ©best practices© from the 
recent NAR safety report, some other technique items 
that have come up over time, and adding details of the 
exceptional "DeHart Apogee Harness" and outstanding 
"Eng Anti-Zipper Device".  
            Individual items from the Hazard Analysis and 
NAR Safety Officer training program have been merged 
into the simplified checklist to make sort of a Quick 
Reference Handbook that can work as a training aid or 
field reference 
              The hope is that through a system of checklists, 
everyone at a HPR launch including the range officials 
and general fliers, will know exactly what their part of 
the safety plan is. Checklists are designed to be a quick 
reminder to necessary items, as well as ‘ technique only’  
items that may be helpful to insuring reliability of your 
flights.   
          Please see page 5 concerning the crosswind launch 
angle which is another new addition to our safety 
program. The intent is to keep rockets from over flying 
the crowd, creating a safety hazard if there are any 
malfunctions. 
         Thanks to all of you for coming out to the training 
class. After the big changes to the format, it needed a 
good proof reading. I appreciate your patience, and I 
hope you all learned something! 
 

 
 
 
 

Rendezvous  
A quarterly publication of the  
NASA/Houston Rocket Club 
2061 Ocean View, Seabrook  TX 77586 
 
NHRC Officers: 
 President  -   Warren Benson 
       Warren@Prodigy.net 
       281-474-1251 
Vice  President    
       Ernest Strother 
       eds5555@hotmail.com 
 Secretary  
       Frank Bittinger 
       FBittinger@sbcglobal.net  
 Treasurer   
       Linda DeHart 
       dehartlin1@yahoo.com 
       281-363-1383 
NAR Advisor    
       Harold Larson 
       burnwuffie@aol.com 

 
                 In Touch 
 
Be Sure to stay in touch with late breaking news 
regarding the NHRC and model rocketry in 
general through the club web site at      
     www.nhrc.homestead.com  
 

             or  e-mail list server  at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NHRC-General 
 
    Everyone  can read the messages there. After  
joining  the NHRC General Group Server you 
will have the option to receive or not receive 
messages as email or in digest form. 

 

NHRC Recommends:  
- Run wRASP (free - wrasp.com) or other simulations  
   for all rocket / motor combinations you may fly to  
   determine altitude and guide speed. 
-install rail buttons or guides on all large model or high  
    power rockets.  

Cub Scout den 2 of pack 1401 had a great time  
flying Quest Astron’s on March 19. 
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Hear ts and Dar ts 2006 Meet Champions 
Details available at the NHRC web site.  

Place Contestant 
NAR 

Number  
Section 

Total 
Points 

A Division     

1 Dillon, William 
P. 

P36501 365 798 

B Division     

1 Angel, David 85211 365 702 

C Division     

1 Dillon, Bill G. 19186 365 1494 

2 Larson, Harold 72323 365 1140 

3 Strother, Ernest 76992 365 1092 

4 Benson, Warren 70956 IND 774 

5 Smith, Todd 82366 365 510 

T Division     

1 Team, Battlerock 
Warriors 

T-040 498 1770 

2 Texas Czeckmate T-300 672 996 

3 Team, Jeckyll & 
Hyde 

T-001 IND 840 

Sections     

1 NASA/Houston  365 5736 

2 Challenger  498 1770 

3 IND  0 1614 

4 STARS  672 996 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Montgomery sets up for the spot landing event – 
with another of his vintage rockets!  

The Debakey team after their stunning 801 foot, 44.7 
second flight! (TARC goal this year is 800’  and 45 
seconds!)  

Harold Larson tests an altimeter in his new test rig. 
Results for the TARC altimeters came out very close! 

William Dillon sets up for an egg loft attempt while 
dad, Bill looks on. 
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New members Jason Gold Sr. and Jr. set up for a nice 
Phoenix flight during Hearts and Darts 

 

Another new 
member, William 
Dillon displays his 
Champion trophy 
and rocket from A 
division 

The Estes Eagle was a 
popular Boost Glider at 
Hearts and Darts 

 

 
A good 20 
degree launch 
angle worked 
well in the high 
winds during 
the cub scout 
launch on the 
19th.  The 
Quest Astron is 
a very Stable 
design and well 
powered on the 
B6 - which 
resulted in a 
very straight 
boost for all the 
rockets.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

2006 NHRC Launch Windows 
 
                              Apr il 
1      9AM-2 PM      NASA/JSC  
2      9AM- 2 PM     Team America final qualification 
8      9AM-2 PM      (club launch rain date) 
15    9AM-2 PM      NASA/JSC 
29   9AM- 4PM       HPR launch at JSC 
                          May 
6      9AM-2 PM      NASA/JSC 
13     9AM-2 PM     (club launch rain date) 
20     9AM-12 PM   NASA/JSC-BBQ Par ty / Clear  Lake Park   
27     9AM-2 PM     (club launch rain date) 
                           June 
3       9AM-2 PM     V2 Contest  
10     9AM-2 PM     (club launch rain date) 
17     9AM-1PM      NASA/JSC 
24    9AM-2 PM     (club launch rain date)  
                           July 
1       9AM-2 PM      NASA/JSC (evening launch ©till 9?) 
8       9AM-2 PM     (club launch rain date)  
15     9AM- 1PM     NASA/JSC  -  Club Meeting at Fuddruckers 
22     9AM-2 PM     (club launch rain date) 
29     9AM- 5 PM     HPR launch at JSC 
                         August 
5       9AM-2 PM       NASA/JSC (evening launch ©till 9?) 
12      9AM-2 PM     (club launch rain date) 
19     9AM-2PM       NASA/JSC (evening launch ©till 9?) 
26     9AM-2PM      (club launch rain date) 
                          September  
2       9AM-2 PM       NASA/JSC 
9       9AM-2 PM      (club launch rain date) 
16     9AM-12 PM    NASA/JSC - Club Meeting at Fuddruckers 
30     9AM- 5 PM      HPR launch at JSC    
                          October  
7      9AM-2 PM        NASA/JSC 
14     9AM- 2PM      (club launch rain date) 
21     9AM- 5PM       Gulf Coast Regional Contest 
22     9AM- 3PM       Gulf Coast Regional Contest 
28,29  9AM- 4PM     GCR rain date 
                         November  
4       9AM-2 PM      NASA/JSC 
11     9AM-2 PM     (club launch rain date)  
18     9AM- PM      NASA/JSC  -  Club Meeting at Fuddruckers                  
                                December  
2       9AM-2 PM       NASA/JSC 
9       9AM-2 PM      (club launch rain date) 
16     9AM-1PM        NASA/JSC - Christmas Party 
30     9AM- 5 PM      HPR launch at JSC 
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The Crosswind Launch 
                                          -Warren Benson 
I©ve been doing some studies into the effect of the crosswind 
launch angle and believe I have encouraging results. These 
are just preliminary Rocksim results, but I think they might 
indicate that crosswind launch angles can be used for just 
about any power range without adversely affecting the flight 
- and increase rocket safety by a large percentage. 
 
A few thoughts:  
 
1. Most of you know there have been several near misses 
within populated (parking and prep) areas at recent (and not 
so recent) launches across the nation and locally (I have 
photos if you need proof).  Many of you may have 
experienced this. Even a small (under 1/2 pound) rocket put a 
hole in Dan©s trailer. 
 
2. A crosswind launch angle will serve to translate the 
landing area (and deployment point) a certain distance from 
the flight line. 
 
3. There should always be a crosswind launch angle available 
that will avoid populated areas.  
        - Except maybe where there is a very long, wide parking 
area along the flight line.  
        - Some fields may have obstacles that prevent shifting 
the recovery area. Hearne may be an example of this, but 
there still may be some scenarios when the crosswind launch 
will work.  
 
4. Our field experience indicates that an 8 degree launch 
angle will usually guarantee a model rocket will fly the 
direction planned. 
         A. I think launch angles can be further reduced for fast 
(high altitude) rockets due to their momentum - making flight 
path more reliable.  
          B. Crosswind launching is not the perfect solution, but 
if 1 in 100 flights deploy over a populated area, that©s still 10 
times better than the 1 in 10 that may be expected with a 
straight up launch. 
          C. - Perhaps insurance premiums can even be lowered 
if we can show that rocketry is now 10 times safer (or more) 
than the past,  where straight up launches were the norm.  
 
5. Crosswind launches should not adversely affect rocket 
performance. The data (very preliminary) show that 
depending on launch angle (see graphic) the effects will be:  
         A.  Flights even as high as 7000© will shift the recovery 
area only 500©-1000© in the crosswind direction. 
         B.  Altitude reductions are generally only a few feet to 
40 feet (for the 7000© flight). 
         C.  Speed at deployment may add 30-40fps,  
               so more care may be needed in shock cord systems. 
                 - adding a short length of elastic backed up by  
                     Kevlar near nose cone, anti-zipper devices  
                     recommended. 
 
 
 
 

Joint Statement on BATF L itigation, 
March 17, 2006             Mark Bundick  

We have reviewed in more detail with 
counsel the Appellate Cour t's opinion and 
want to repor t on those discussions with 
members. 
(a) Initial Procedure - Nothing will happen until the 
Appeals Court formally issues its "mandate", the legal 
order from the Appellate Court to the District Court. A 
45 day time period must pass to allow ATF to petition 
the Appeals Court to rehear the case. Counsel does not 
believe any sound legal reasons exist to request a 
rehearing. ATF could also seek to appeal the decision to 
the United States Supreme Court. Counsel believes this 
is even more unlikely than a request for a rehearing; the 
Appeals Court decision is well reasoned, uses well 
established principles of administrative law, and treats 
the record submitted by both parties fairly.  

Assuming there is no rehearing request and no appeal 
request is sent to the Supreme Court, the mandate would 
be issued about a week after the 45 day period passes. 
The District Court would then issue a formal order 
remanding the classification of APCP to BATFE.  

(b) Framework for  the Remand - In a February 17, 
2006 posting at its website, ATF indicated that it "will 
be accepting the Court©s offer to generate a more 
thorough, coherent administrative record that 
demonstrates the agency©s efforts to test and analyze 
APCP as an explosive material."  

We believe this work will be technically challenging for 
ATF. 

The Appellate Court set quite clear parameters for the 
reconsideration analysis ATF must undertake. 
Specifically, the opinion dictates ATF must establish a 
burn rate threshold for deflagration and determine via 
measurable, repeatable scientifically verifiable methods 
that APCP meets that burn rate threshold when used in 
its "primary or common purpose".  

Our August 30, 2002 Motion for Summary Judgment 
conclusively showed that APCP burn rates from actual 
testing ranged from 0.13 to 0.50 inches per second. 
Since that filing, we have collected and are prepared to 
present even more scientific evidence to demonstrate 
APCP burns at rates far below those considered to be 
deflagrating. Many everyday materials (e.g. gasoline, 
cleaning solvents) used in their "primary or common 
purpose" burn at rates similar to APCP and yet are not 
listed as regulated explosives.  
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Members are welcome to suggest to us additional 
sources for burn rate data and tests that can be used in 
support of our position. The independent scientific 
sources we have in hand are extensive, but it does not 
hurt to have more solid science at our disposal.  

(c) Intangible Factors - Members need to keep some 
additional, indirect factors in mind when considering 
our litigation. First, the Appeals Court opinion came 
much faster than expected by counsel. Additionally, the 
opinion was unanimous. We believe ATF©s legal 
position as regards APCP classification is quite weak. 
Finally, our case may well be one of the oldest on 
record in District Court. The Court takes its obligation 
to issue speedy rulings pretty seriously, and we believe 
they©ll be tolerating no delays in pursuing any 
reconsideration ATF may undertake. 

Counsel has been asked to insure the speediest possible 
progress be made by petitioning the District Court to 
establish firm deadlines for completion of ATF©s 
administrative record. 

(d) Cautions - We have received reports from members 
wondering about specific elements of ATF field 
inspections and license renewals. Counsel has advised 
that pending further court action, APCP classification 
and related regulatory requirements remain in effect. 
Member currently holding Low Explosive User Permits 
(LEUP) approaching renewal dates should consider 
proceeding with their renewals as we do not know any 
firm dates for court action at this time. 

We also again remind members who either are 
threatened or receive BATFE enforcement action that 
they should immediately contact NAR President Mark 
Bundick via email or at 815-477-0954 or TRA 
President Ken Good via email or at 412-260-4223 and 
provide full details of those actions or threats. 
NAR/TRA counsel will then seek the appropriate relief 
for members from Judge Walton©s court.  

(e) Next Event - A status hearing before the District 
Court is tentatively on the court©s schedule for July 
2006. We will advise members of any planned actions 
around that hearing, as well as reporting on the results 
from there shortly after the hearing date. 

(f) Congressional Suppor t - We are quite pleased to 
note continued support for our efforts in the U. S. 
Congress. On March 16, Senator Mike Enzi, R-WY, 
issued a press release noting the Appeals Court ruling, 
and saying: 

"People who build and launch model rockets for fun 
should not have to give up their hobby due to an 
unnecessary set of obstacles and an unjustified claim 
which classifies rocket propellant as an explosive. This 

safe, mind-expanding activity offers many benefits to 
today©s youth including increased interest in math, 
science, and space exploration while providing them 
with a fun recreational activity. While this decision is 
not the end, it gives rocketeers firmer footing and gets 
them closer to enjoying their hobby without having to 
bear the burden of unnecessary regulation. I hope the 
BATFE will see clear to give those law-abiding citizens 
the space they deserve and that in the end rocketeers will 
enjoy the same freedoms with their hobby as rock 
collectors and scrap-bookers enjoy with theirs." 

(g) Summary - As always, we appreciate the comments, 
input and support of NAR and TRA members in this 
fight. And, as our case proceeds, we will continue to 
need your financial support to build on this victory. We 
urge you to make a donation to the Legal Defense Fund 
today, in whatever amount you possibly can contribute. 
Your support and generosity will be recognized and 
acknowledged, and you©ll be able to say "I supported the 
fight for an unregulated sport rocket hobby." 

When we have further developments, we©ll report them 
here and in our publications, as soon as possible. 

Ken Good, President 
Tripoli Rocketry Association 
 
Mark Bundick, President 
National Association of Rocketry 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ernest Strother test flew a boilerplate version of a scale 
DynaSoar vehicle on a Titan rocket. Can’ t wait to see the 
finished version – will the vehicle glide back???  
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BP Physics Day at Space  
Center  Houston 

 
A training day was held in preperation for the BP 
Physics Day at Space Center Houston on Feb.11  
About 50 physics and math teachers from HISD built 
and flew Estes MaxTrax rockets.  
 
The class was lead by Canadian astronaut Bjarni 
Tryggvason. They had done some static tests on the A8 
motor in the morning. While I was there after lunch, 
they built the MaxTraxs (which entailed attaching the 
parachute and installing the battery in the altitude 
racker) and answering a few questions. We did get out 
and launch a few in the 19.9  (estimated) mph wind, 
and that worked out fine on a B6 (only about 300©). But 
everyone got tired of the cold real quick.    
 
They had done some spreadsheet calculations to predict 
how high it would go, and built and used crude angle 
finders to back up with the math. I think the overall 
lesson was to go through some physics and back it up 
with a ©real world© test flight. 
 
They hope to host 2000 kids on May 2,3 =-O - they said 
they©ve done it before...  I suppose they could use some 
help, but I don©t know exactly what we can do. They 
were all pretty busy today so I didn©t get to ask much 
about it. I did volunteer that they can use our 
extinguishers and such (they weren©t very well prepared 
here) ... I need to at least get with them about a quick 
promotion for our club and launch site :-D . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

National Spor t Launch  
 
       The National Sport Launch is the highlight of the 
launch season for most serious sport rocketry fliers. 
Hosted by a different NAR chapter each year, the NSL 
has once again worked its© way to the warm friendly 
state of Texas. DARS, the Dallas Area Rocket Society 
has been chosen to host NSL 2006 at McGregor TX. 
on May 27, 28" 
 
        Special events include: 
-The Cochran Challenge has one simple goal. Slam as 
big an engine as possible in your rocket and let her rip 
 
-DARS Classic at NSL is to celebrate the rockets that 
started the commercial hobby, and stroll down memory 
lane with some of the classic rockets that you may 
have owned or just wish you owned. 
 
- Dr Pepper Lofting contest 
 
- Iron Rocketeer 
 
Please see nsl2006.org for details 

New NHRC Range Box! 
 
-4 fire extinguishers 
-First aid kit 
-Bull horn 
-Crowd control barriers and rope 
-PA speakers 
-Range and Rocket Checklists 
-Safety Plan documents 
-Launch angle gauge 
-Wind sock 
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Upcoming Outreach Events  
 
The next week (April fools day) should be interesting. I think 
the Seabrook Science school group should be out, along with 
a reporter and photographer from the Galveston County 
Daily News. Space Center Houston will have about 30 
mentors for their BP Physics Day stop by in the afternoon to 
fly Alpha 3©s. The newspaper is particularly looking for 
family stories, so bring the young ones if you can!  
 
On April 8th, I©ll be launching a rocket at Gulf Greyhound 
Park to start the Bike Barn 2006 Space Race. They wanted a 
tie in to the space program since they©ve moved the start from 
Space Center Houston, so we©ll start the race with a single 
launch rather than a starter pistol. Anybody that wants to 
come out at 8AM is welcome. I may need help with recovery, 
will be aiming for a road, but may well be in the trees 
(building a special stretch Big Daddy for the event). 
 
The BP Physics Day then is May 2 and 3. They expect to 
launch about 1000 Alpha©s each day! You©re welcome to 
come out for that also. I don©t know if I can make both days, 
but if able, I©ll set up a club booth that the kids can stop by, 
see some bigger rockets, and pick up some club info if they 
want. 
 
And of course there©s the National Sport Launch at McGregor 
on May 27, 28. "The National Sport Launch is the highlight 
of the launch season for most serious sport rocketry fliers. 
Hosted by a different NAR chapter each year, the NSL has 
once again worked its© way to the warm friendly state of 
Texas. DARS, the Dallas Area Rocket Society has been 
chosen to host NSL 2006 "  
 
And of course there©s a very popular Tripoli launch in 
Amarillo in June... 
 
 
 
 

March 18 Meeting notes: 
   First some things I forgot to mention at the meeting: 
 
     - Lost in all the other big news is that Tripoli has 
changed their EX program to include all Research 
flights, so you don©t have to be flying research motors 
to fly at a ©Research" launch - See Dan for further 
details 
      - For contest next year, I©d like to pretty much 
repeat what we did this year, since turnout was not that 
great. Maybe change the date for the second contest - 
We had good weather in Feb. last year, but it©s usually 
just too windy this time of the year... 
     - I would like to find a new (quiet) meeting place...  
though we like the food at Fudds...  
     - Recognize new members Bill and William Dillon, 
Jason and Jason Jr. Gold. 
  

 

 
March 18 Meeting Minutes: 
 

     - The minutes for Jan. were read and approved. 
 
     - Linda reported on our financial condition - total 
funds were at about $2000 before  $450 in recent 
expenses. 
 
           - Membership renewals are now due. 
   New Business: 
       - Expense for the two parties at Clear Lake Park are 
$100 - need to look into a new venue such as Gilruth 
Center 
 
       -Todd Smith mentioned two fields in the 
Friendswood area that could be used For model flights if 
needed. 
 
       -Discussed the need for new creative ideas for 
increasing club membership 
            -Money prizes for contest? 
            -Money for outreach events? 
                 - Raise funds for these somehow? 
            -Advertise on Craigslist.com  or Scout web sites 
                  - need volunteers to look into these... 
      - voted to buy a 10© rail - Todd will take care of this 
 
 - Safety- 
       - NHRC recommends wRASP or other  
             simulation for ALL flights,  
        - use of rail for large model  rockets and above  
  - Discussed new safety code including range limitations 
         - Reminded everyone to stay out of power lines  
            or trees that have power lines nearby... 
 - HPR@JSC - Go for April 29 
 
 - Discussed donating to the Legal Defense Fund 
      - deferred to see how membership renewals come in. 
 
 - Discussed Burn Ban issues for future.  The bad fires  
     occur when winds are 30-40 mph. Perhaps there is  
     room for negotiations with fire marshal, etc...? 
 
- Outreach- 
     - BP Physics Day at Space Center Houston May 2, 3 
          - will need help launching those days... 
     - Ballunar - time to start thinking about demo flights.   
         Recommend the new Estes Big Daddy type ships  
         (large and slow) along with some of those high   
          fliers... Practice needed for before the festival.. 
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David Montgomery displays some of his vintage Centuri collection - the Apollo Little Joe - II & Saturn 1-B were built in 1971and the recently 
completed 1/100 scaled Saturn - V model.   They still fly great today! That©s what you can call getting value for your money!  
        Editors note: Lee Piester, founder of Centuri, commented at this year’s NARCON that these were  
         his three favorite Centuri kits – and who would argue? Way to go Dave!   


